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:\Xo one knows my imperfections better than I, but
what little power I possess is derived from my Ahimsa,
"What is it but my Ahimsa thai draw3 thousands of women to
me in fearless confidence? But neither you nor I can trade
on our capital. We have to be up and doing every rnozns.it
of our lives, and go forward in our sadkcmi. We have to live
and move and have our being in Ahimsa even as Hitler d^ss
in Himsa. It is the faith and perseverance and single-minded-
ness \sizh which he has perfected his weapons of destruction
that commands my admiration. Thai he uses them as a
monster is immaterial for our purpose. We have to bring
to bear the same single-mindedness and perseverance in
evolving our Ahimsa. Hitler is awake all the 24 hours of the
day in perfecting his sadhana* He wins because he pays the
price. His inventions surprise his enemies. But it is his
single-minded devotion to his purpose that should be the
object of our admiration and emulation. Although he works
all his waking hours, his intellect *is unclouded and un-
erring. Are our intellects unclouded and unerring? A
mere belief in Ahimsa or the Charkha will not do. It should
be intelligent and creative. If intellect plays a large part in
the field of violence, I hold that it plays a larger part in the
field of non-violence."
With this he referred to the work of Richard Gregg
in this direction, and described how the latter had come
to the conclusion that spinning as a symbol of non-violence
is good enough not only for India but for the world.
Continuing he said: "The Working Committee's deci-
sion was simply an echo of the atmosphere around them.
My decision could not be its echo. For Ahimsa is my special
sadkancLy not that of the Congress. I congratulate the members
on their honesty and their courage, though I am sorry for
myself that I could not inspire them with confidence in
our creed and in my leadership. We have now to show
that we have faith in the non-violence of the brave. It does
not mean the development of the capacity to go to jail.
It means increasing faith in the potency of constructive work
to bring about Swaraj, and in constructive work being a
vital part of the programme of Ahimsa."

